My analysis on international context on January, the 30th, 2022

Par Benjamin LISAN, le 30/01/2022


Hello, here is the original French text of the letter I sent to my American friend from Colorado:

Dear Michael,
 
Internationally, I am a pessimist (it is said that a pessimist is an optimist who has experience):
 
[bookmark: _Toc96202988]the decline of democracies, in the world

1) we see the decline of democracies everywhere (in the USA, in Eastern Europe, in China, in Russia, in Africa...).
 
[bookmark: _Toc96202989]the conspiration theories contamination, un the world

2) there is a strong rise in conspiracy everywhere in the world (linked to a decline in science, to the rise of anti-democratic thoughts especially coming from the extreme right)
 
(For example, there is a poll in France showing that anti-Semitism is still very present in France, corresponding to the 30% of voters who can
potentially vote for the far right. It's awful for me).
 
[bookmark: _Toc96202990]The thread of Ukraine invasion by Putin

3) There are rumblings in Ukraine with Putin (and it's very worrying) and with Xi Jinping and Taiwan.
 
I think Putin, like a dangerous sorcerer's apprentice, could start a war (which would be something terrible and catastrophic for the whole world, an apocalypse).
If he's launching this war, it's not to distract from what's happening because of global warming (your guess),
 
I don't think "global warming" is his top priority. What matters to him is the power of Russia and the extension of its sphere of influence (of its empire).
 
But I think it is above all out of megalomania, out of hyper-nationalism, out of a desire to return to imperialism and the most pure and hard Russian supremacism and to stay in power.
It is because of an obsessive thought of revenge of Russia (USSR) on the West (following the humiliating fall of the USSR against the USA, the West, in 90-91).
 
Nobody understands that he has long cherished the project of restoring the USSR and its power, by any means, even illegal ones (remember, for example, that Putin declared that the "disintegration of the USSR [ was] the greatest geopolitical catastrophe of the 20th century”).
In addition, he is a soldier who cherishes his army (red) whose power he has wanted to restore since 2002 and he devotes a colossal budget to it, as at the time of the USSR.
He has also been trying for years to weaken the West (including in Africa and all over the world), by sowing chaos there, by disseminating, in high doses, fake news intended, to denigrate, to arouse everywhere hatred of the West or distrust of it, by interference in Russian elections, by financing far-right parties all over the world, in order to have a favorable balance of power in order to recreate the USSR .
 
For me, there are signs that he wants war:
 
1) At the beginning of January, Russia moved large stocks of blood bags near Ukraine [7],
 
2) The Russian authorities published rules for the arrangement of mass graves (end of December [1]),
 
3) The hysterization of the debate concerning Ukraine and NATO, on the Russian media, all controlled by the Kremlin,
   With total misinformation about aid to the USSR, in 1992, [6] and the current role of NATO.
 
Already, Putin, from 09/12/2021, was in the deadly one-upmanship, speaking, for example, "A first step towards genocide" in Ukraine [11].
Otherwise, here are some samples of what Russian viewers heard on the evening of January 16: During Vladimir Soloviev's broadcast, we first see a torrent of hatred against Ukraine surge, quickly transformed into a call for murder: "Ukraine will be liquidated. Variation: “The Ukraine will be liquidated by the Americans. Then comes the turn of the other “Russophobes”: in the front line Great Britain. Dmitry Evstafiev, professor at the Moscow Higher School of Economics, fumes: “We must compel the United States to force the United Kingdom to denuclearize! Because he sucks!!! Britain is a monkey with a grenade!!! And of course the Baltic States: “You can't even call them [Baltic countries] countries. Europe attracts the worst imprecations, all in the filthy language of the underworld that now characterizes Russian diplomats and “experts”: “If we want to, we will fuck behind the European Union. » [10].
 
4) Cyberattacks against Ukraine, including that of 01/14/2022 [3],
 
5) the banning of the NGO Memorial, known worldwide, the last Russian NGO where democracy and freedom were blowing (and the sign that Putin sends is very strong).
 
Thus, it will be impossible to dispute the revised official history of Putin (on the gulags, the massacres of communism, the "great patriotic war").
 
However, this NGO provided the historical truth on these last three subjects and maintained the memory of these dramatic facts [4].
 
Putin's regime now goes so far as to deny the "mass graves of Stalin's gulags" [5].
 
Even the demonstrations, in the streets of the big Russian cities, of solitary demonstrators carrying a sign of protest, are prohibited there.
 
6) Let us add that for a long time, Putin has not respected any international agreement _ Minsk I and II agreements [8], "Budapest Memorandum on Security Assurances" (Budapest memorandum) of 1994 [9] [9bis] _ as if it were scraps of paper.
 
7) Putin, for a long time, propagates the myth of the betrayal of NATO which would not have kept its commitment not to enlarge NATO to the East [12].
 
 
NATO, the EU, Eastern countries (of Eastern Europe), should demand:
 
1) the withdrawal of the coalition military forces from the CIS, near the borders of Ukraine and the Eastern countries,
 
2) their retreat from our borders, of at least 1000 km (in the direction of the East),
 
3) non-overflight (non-violation) of their airspace, even by mistake,
 
3) the suppression or the end of cyberattacks and trolls, against these countries, their administrations, their companies, their social networks.
 
4) the end of its interference in electoral processes and the financing of certain political parties (in general, extremists), in Western countries.
 
These countries should launch a symbolic legal action against Russia, for non-respect of international agreements, after the international criminal tribunal of the ICC.
 
Either Europe is being naive, as in Munich in 1938, believing it is buying peace or doing nothing and letting Russia invade Ukraine... _ then remember the Sudetenland crisis, created by the Nazi Germany... _ OR you have to act otherwise (already show your power, with caution, but without creating panic in the face)...
 
So in conclusion, I am equally concerned about:
 
a) the loss of democracy in the United States (the consequence is the "free world" will no longer have the American shield in the world to protect it, against totalitarian regimes, militarily powerful _ Russia, China).
b) war with Russia over Ukraine (Putin could start WW3, especially if there are secret deals between China and Russia for a coordinated blitz in Taiwan and Ukraine (there the USA and the free world would be overwhelmed and flabbergasted)).
c) in the world, global warming (a big danger for humanity in the medium term _ 10 or 30 years?) (if there is a war, this urgent subject will be sidelined).
 
Regarding the possible re-election of Trump in 2024, I am not at all enthusiastic about it (it would be the reign of the big lie, of conspiracy, of nepotism (of the corruption of his relatives and him), of the dramatic weakening of democracy replaced by permanent populism in the USA, with the permanent recourse to emotions instead of reason (with a deadly increase in the political divide which currently divides Americans).
 
Friendships,
 
Benjamin
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